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Greetings, Siblings in Christ, 
 
The Gospel of Matthew opens with a genealogy of Jesus.  The Gospel of Luke 
includes it in chapter 3.  Both of these recitations of the genealogy of Jesus do 
many things: they show the fulfillment of prophecies, they connect Jesus to other 
historical events of God’s grace in the world, the tie Jesus to Abraham, to King 
David, and others.  To be sure, one of the reasons these genealogies (and to be 
clear, the genealogies that are listed in each of these books are different) are 
included, is to show the universality of God’s grace, and the fact that each one of 
us may be the bearer of great blessings to future nations.  The genealogies are full 
of stories from elsewhere in the scriptures which show the radical diversity of 
characters that make up the Divine’s human lineage.  Each character probably 
very unassuming in their own time, telling stories of their historical context, 
condition, situation, and so forth.  Some responded well to the situations, others 
are used as stories of “what not to do.” Clearly, the grace of God can be for all, 
and can be found in all persons. 
  



 4 

As we enter into black history month, this February, I encourage you to remember 
that Jesus was a middle eastern person, with lineages of the same, of people who 
were from the middle eastern region, and northern Africa.  He very likely had a 
middle to darker than middle brown complexion, and some might even say he 
was a black man.  Some of the earliest depictions of Jesus that survived do in fact 
depict Jesus as a black man.  It was only over time that Jesus became white-
washed, getting lighter and lighter over the next 2 centuries.  It then happened all 
of a sudden in the 3rd century, with the Roman Empire declaring Christianity the 
official state religion, that Jesus was suddenly depicted as a white man, blue eyes, 
and very much sought after roman attributes of the time.  This is not the true 
historical Jesus, but rather, a marketing ploy of the Roman Government, to make 
this conversion more palatable. 
 Unfortunately, this conversion of Jesus appearance has been used over the 
centuries for evil intentions, and is often even cited today, as if it were historically 
accurate, that Jesus was a white man.  Jesus, a force for justice and liberation 
from oppression, suddenly becomes a force of oppression in the hands of certain 
aspects of our society.  What was once a great gift from God, has sadly, through 
the hands of humans, become a symbol of hate and ignorance. 
 Throughout history, the debate over the use of icons, or imagery, in the 
church has sparked numerous revolutions.  Iconoclasm (the destruction of 
images) was a practice for a period of time, and yet, the use of icons as a medium 
for worship was lifted up by church leadership at another time.  It isn’t so much 
the images themselves that’s the problem, its our human condition, and how we 
stray from the pure worship, and recognition of God’s grace, to the 
weaponization and oppression through any and all means possible that is the 
problem. 
 This month, I encourage us all to remember that how we represent Jesus, 
whether in word, action, deed, or image, are all part of our witness to the love 
and grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  I encourage us all to remember 
that how we worship, how we practice, how we rejoice is but one expression of 
the holy spirit to one population in one particular time, place, and context.  Jesus 
is many things to many people, but what he is to all is Lord and Savior.  Let us not 
limit the nature of Jesus by any mode or means of our worship, but let our 
worship be full and vibrant of the full expression of the Lord. 
 This black history month, I encourage you to be aware of the work of Social 
Justice in our world today.  This work is ongoing, and much more is needed to be 
done.  Hatred and oppression on racial grounds continues in our communities, 
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and around the globe.  We can celebrate where we have come from, but as we 
celebrate, I encourage you to map a path forward that continues this work of 
seeking out the real Jesus, the Gospel of Hope, and the grace, love, and dignity 
that God gives to all creation. 
 
Amen, 
 
Pastor Matt Enzler 
 
 
Additionally, I would like you to reflect on the following 3 articles included in this 
month’s tower bell. 
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THE HISTORY OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
POSTED ON 

JANUARY 14, 2010 
BY 

CONTRIBUTED BY: DARYL MICHAEL SCOTT 
 

 
Negro History Week, 1944 
In the following article Daryl Michael Scott, Professor of History at Howard University and Vice President 
of Program for the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, discusses the history of 
the Black History Month Celebration. 

 
The story of Black History Month begins in Chicago during the late summer of 1915. An alumnus 
of the University of Chicago with many friends in the city, Carter G. Woodson traveled from 

https://www.blackpast.org/author/scottdarylmichael/
https://www.blackpast.org/wp-content/uploads/Negro-History-Week-1944-ASALH.jpg
https://www.blackpast.org/wp-content/uploads/Negro-History-Week-1944-ASALH.jpg
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/woodson-carter-g-1875-1950/
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Washington, D.C. to participate in a national celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of 
emancipation sponsored by the state of Illinois. Thousands of African Americans traveled from 
across the country to see exhibits highlighting the progress their people had made since the 
destruction of slavery. Awarded a doctorate in Harvard three years earlier, Woodson joined the 
other exhibitors with a Black history display. Despite being held at the Coliseum, the site of the 
1912 Republican convention, an overflow crowd of six to twelve thousand waited outside for 
their turn to view the exhibits. Inspired by the three-week celebration, Woodson decided to 
form an organization to promote the scientific study of Black life and history before leaving 
town. On September 9, 1915, Woodson met at the Wabash YMCA with Alexander L. Jackson, 
George Cleveland Hall, William B. Hartgrove, and James E. Stamps to form the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH). 
Carter G. Woodson believed that publishing scientific history would transform race relations by 
dispelling the widespread falsehoods about the achievements of Africans and peoples of 
African descent. He hoped that others would popularize the findings that he and other Black 
intellectuals would publish in The Journal of Negro History, which he established in 1916. As 
early as 1920, Woodson urged Black civic organizations to promote the achievements that 
researchers were uncovering. A graduate member of Omega Psi Phi, he urged his fraternity 
brothers to take up the work. In 1924, they responded with the creation of Negro History and 
Literature Week, which they renamed Negro Achievement Week. Their outreach was 
significant, but Woodson desired greater impact. As he told an audience of Hampton Institute 
students, “We are going back to that beautiful history and it is going to inspire us to greater 
achievements.” In 1925, he decided that the Association had to shoulder the responsibility. 
Going forward it would both create and popularize knowledge about the Black past. He sent out 
a press release announcing Negro History Week in February 1926. 
Woodson chose February for reasons of tradition and reform. It is commonly said that 
Woodson selected February to encompass the birthdays of two great Americans who played a 
prominent role in shaping Black history, namely Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, 
whose birthdays are the 12th and the 14th, respectively. More importantly, he chose them for 
reasons of tradition. Since Lincoln’s assassination in 1865, the Black community, along with 
other Republicans, had been celebrating the fallen president’s birthday. And since the late 
1890s, Black communities across the country had been celebrating Douglass’. Well aware of the 
pre-existing celebrations, Woodson built Negro History Week around traditional days of 
commemorating the Black past. He was asking the public to extend their study of Black history, 
not to create a new tradition. In doing so, he increased his chances for success. 
Yet Woodson was up to something more than building on tradition. Without saying so, he 
aimed to reform it from the study of two great men to a broader examination of a great race. 
Though he admired both men, Woodson had never been fond of the celebrations held in their 
honor. He railed against the “ignorant spellbinders” who addressed large, convivial gatherings 
and displayed their lack of knowledge about the men and their contributions to history. More 
importantly, Woodson believed that history was made by the people, not simply or primarily by 
great men. He envisioned the study and celebration of the Negro as a race, not simply as the 
producers of a great man. And Lincoln, however great, had not freed the slaves—the Union 
Army, including hundreds of thousands of Black soldiers and sailors, had done that. Rather than 
focusing on two men, the Black community, he believed, should focus on the countless Black 

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/alexander-louis-jackson-ii-1891-1973/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/hall-george-cleveland-1864-1930/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/people-african-american-history/william-b-hartgrove-jr-1877-1918/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/people-african-american-history/james-e-stamps-1890-1972/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/association-study-african-american-life-and-history-brief-history/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/association-study-african-american-life-and-history-brief-history/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/journal-of-negro-history-1916/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/douglass-frederick-1817-1895/
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men and women who had contributed to the advance of human civilization. 
From the beginning, Woodson was overwhelmed by the response to his call. Negro History 
Week appeared across the country in schools and before the public. The 1920s was the decade 
of the New Negro, a name given to the Post-War I generation because of its rising racial pride 
and consciousness. Urbanization and industrialization had brought over a million African 
Americans from the rural South into big cities of the nation. The expanding Black middle class 
became participants in and consumers of Black literature and culture. Black history clubs sprang 
up, teachers demanded materials to instruct their pupils, and progressive whites stepped and 
endorsed the efforts. 
Woodson and the Association scrambled to meet the demand. They set a theme for the annual 
celebration and provided study materials—pictures, lessons for teachers, plays for historical 
performances, and posters of important dates and people. Provisioned with a steady flow of 
knowledge, high schools in progressive communities formed Negro History Clubs. To serve the 
desire of history buffs to participate in the re-education of Black folks and the nation, ASNLH 
formed branches that stretched from coast to coast. In 1937, at the urging of Mary McLeod 
Bethune, Woodson established the Negro History Bulletin, which focused on the annual theme. 
As Black populations grew, mayors issued Negro History Week proclamations, and in cities like 
Syracuse, New York, progressive whites joined Negro History Week with National Brotherhood 
Week. 
Like most ideas that resonate with the spirit of the times, Negro History Week proved to be 
more dynamic than Woodson or the Association could control. By the 1930s, Woodson 
complained about the intellectual charlatans, Black and white, popping up everywhere seeking 
to take advantage of the public interest in Black history. He warned teachers not to invite 
speakers who had less knowledge than the students themselves. Increasingly publishing houses 
that had previously ignored Black topics and authors rushed to put books on the market and in 
the schools. Instant experts appeared everywhere, and non-scholarly works appeared from 
“mushroom presses.” In America, nothing popular escapes either commercialization or 
eventual trivialization, and so Woodson, the constant reformer, had his hands full in promoting 
celebrations worthy of the people who had made the history. 
Well before his death in 1950, Woodson believed that the weekly celebrations—not the study 
or celebration of Black history–would eventually come to an end. In fact, Woodson never 
viewed Black history as a one-week affair. He pressed for schools to use Negro History Week to 
demonstrate what students learned all year. In the same vein, he established a Black studies 
extension program to reach adults throughout the year. It was in this sense that Blacks would 
learn of their past on a daily basis that he looked forward to the time when an annual 
celebration would no longer be necessary. Generations before Morgan Freeman and other 
advocates of all-year commemorations, Woodson believed that Black history was too important 
to America and the world to be crammed into a limited time frame. He spoke of a shift from 
Negro History Week to Negro History Year. 
In the 1940s, efforts began slowly within the Black community to expand the study of Black 
history in the schools and Black history celebrations before the public. In the South, Black 
teachers often taught Negro History as a supplement to United States history. One early 
beneficiary of the movement reported that his teacher would hide Woodson’s textbook 
beneath his desk to avoid drawing the wrath of the principal. During the Civil Rights Movement 

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bethune-mary-jane-mcleod-1875-1955/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/bethune-mary-jane-mcleod-1875-1955/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/morgan-freeman-1937/
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in the South, Freedom Schools incorporated Black history into the curriculum to advance social 
change. The Negro History movement was an intellectual insurgency that was part of every 
larger effort to transform race relations. 
The 1960s had a dramatic effect on the study and celebration of Black history. Before the 
decade was over, Negro History Week would be well on its way to becoming Black History 
Month. The shift to a month-long celebration began even before Dr. Woodson’s death. As early 
as 1940s, Blacks in West Virginia, a state where Woodson often spoke, began to celebrate 
February as Negro History Month.  In Chicago, a now forgotten cultural activist, Fredrick H. 
Hammaurabi, started celebrating Negro History Month in the mid-1960s. Having taken an 
African name in the 1930s, Hammaurabi used his cultural center, the House of Knowledge, to 
fuse African consciousness with the study of the Black past. By the late 1960s, as young Blacks 
on college campuses became increasingly conscious of links with Africa, Black History Month 
replaced Negro History Week at a quickening pace. Within the Association, younger 
intellectuals, part of the awakening, prodded Woodson’s organization to change with the times. 
They succeeded. In 1976, fifty years after the first celebration, the Association used its influence 
to institutionalize the shifts from a week to a month and from Negro history to Black history. 
Since the mid-1970s, every American president, Democratic and Republican, has issued 
proclamations endorsing the Association’s annual theme. 
What Carter G. Woodson would say about the continued celebrations is unknown, but he 
would smile on all honest efforts to make Black history a field of serious study and provide the 
public with thoughtful celebrations. 
© 2009 ASALH 
This copy may be republished electronically with the following acknowledgement and link:  By 
Daryl Michael Scott for ASALH at www.asalh.org 
 
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/history-black-history-month/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/history-black-history-month/


 10 

The Black Church Matters: Envisioning the 
Beloved Community 

BY REV. DR. MICHAEL BOWIE 

 
As we begin the month of February, the nation is prepared to celebrate Black History Month. It 
is an excellent opportunity to remind us that the Black church matters and that the work of the 
beloved community is as crucial today as it was in its origin. 
The idea of having a time dedicated to Black history originated with Carter G. Woodson (1875-
1950). It was of concern that black children did not learn about their ancestors' achievements in 
American schools in the early 1900s. In 1926, the first Negro History Week was announced in 
February to encourage Black Americans to become more interested in their history and 
heritage. 
This week was so successful that in 1976, fifty years later, the idea was expanded from 
celebrating the contributions of Negros from one week to the entire month. Woodson said, 
“We should emphasize not Negro History but the Negro in history. We need not a history of 
selected races or nations but the history of the world void of national bias, race hate, and 
religious prejudice.” 
Years later, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had a similar desire to address the ills plaguing America. In 
his first book, Strive to Freedom, Dr. King imagined the beloved community as a global vision in 
which all people can share in the earth's wealth. In the beloved community, poverty, hunger, 
and homelessness are not tolerated. Instead, an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and 
brotherhood will replace racism and all forms of discrimination, bigotry, and prejudice. 
Friends, the beloved community is the answer to the vision raised by Carter G. Woodson. The 
beloved community could be the antidote to curing and closing the wealth gap, so there will no 
longer be the haves and have-nots. 
Unfortunately, society is still inundated with white supremacy, voter suppression, mass 
incarceration, and other blatant injustices. However, the Black church has a significant role in 
making the beloved community a reality. The Black church has been the epicenter for healing, 
help, and hope for the least, last, and lost! The Black church has been the prophetic voice for 
marginalized and oppressed people who continue to rise above all injustices. 
The Black church has been the epicenter for healing, help, and hope for the least, last, and lost! 
Dr. King once declared, "The local church is the hope for the world." The Black church matters 
today! Investing and planting beloved communities needs to be a priority. For this reason, 
Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century (SBC21) and Path 1 have established a 
covenant and are committed to providing innovative, cutting-edge, and relevant resources to 
strengthen the Black church. SBC21 is also committed to providing resources to educate and 
equip the local church to engage in restorative and social justice. 
SBC21 will continue to empower young adults who will also play a vital role in seeing the 
beloved community become a reality. Our support in empowering young adults in our 
communities, churches, and HBCUs (historically Black colleges and universities) will shape our 
present and future leadership in making the beloved community a reality. 

https://sbc21.org/
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As we begin Black History Month, SBC21 believes that the entire denomination and even the 
nation are more vital when we strengthen the Black church. Amid so much uncertainty, chaos, 
and indifference, we need the Black church now more than ever. So, remember that the Black 
church still matters during Black History Month! 
For more information on how you can get involved, email Rev. Patricia Pena, Director of 
Diversity, and Innovative Community Engagement at Path 1 at ppena@umcdiscipleship.org. 
 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/the-black-church-matters-envisioning-the-beloved-
community 
 
  

mailto:ppena@umcdiscipleship.org
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/the-black-church-matters-envisioning-the-beloved-community
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/the-black-church-matters-envisioning-the-beloved-community
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29 Ways You Can Participate in Black History 
Month 

 
No matter your heritage, culture, or racial background, Black history is EVERYONE’s story. Here 
are 29 ways you, your family, and your congregation can celebrate and participate in Black 
History Month. 
1 Patronize a local or online Black-owned business.  
2 Attend church, Bible study, or worship at a historically Black church and experience the 

Gospel from another vantage point.  
3 Sing hymns or songs during worship by a composer from the African diaspora. Include the 

history of the song or hymn in the church bulletin or on your website.  
4 Attend or co-host a Black history or Black culture event in your community, in partnership 

with a Black congregation.  
5 Take a church family field trip to a Black history site or museum in your area.   
6 Learn more about “Black Harry” Hosier (c. 1750-1806), an African-American Methodist 

preacher and evangelist. 
7 Research other Black United Methodist leaders from our church’s heritage.  
8 Fearlessly learn more about how racism has and still affects Black people around the world 

and start confronting racism.  
9 Donate to a Black nonprofit or empowerment organization in your community.  
10 Watch a film by and about the heritage and lives of Black people. Titles to consider: 

“Antwone Fisher,” “Malcolm X,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Hidden Figures,” “The 
Hate U Give,” and “One Night in Miami.”).  

11 Watch and discuss documentaries one about the Civil Rights movement and other series 
on the challenges and triumphs of Black people. Suggestions: “Eyes on the Prize,” and 
Henry Louis Gates’ recent series, “The Black Church: This Is Our Story. This Is Our Song.”  

12 Visit a landmark about the lives of local Black heroes in your area.  
13 Read a contemporary book by a Black author.  
14 Read a story featuring a Black hero to your children, grandchildren, or to a local school 

class.  
15 Seek out and talk with a Black elder (75 or older) about their experience in your 

community.  
16 Study one of the 54 nations on the continent of Africa, including the language, culture, 

current events.  
17 Donate to one of the 12 United Methodist-related historically Black colleges and 

universities in the United States and Zimbabwe.  
18 Learn about an unsung hero of Black history.  
19 Attend shows featuring local Black artists, actors, poets, local musicians, or dancers.  
20 Explore the breadth of Black music, from jazz to hip-hop, and gospel to southern African 

folk songs.  
21 Call out racism and prejudice aimed at Black people and other People of Color in your 
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church and community.  
22 Learn about “colorism” and how it plays out in our society.  
23 Learn more about the Black UMC caucus, Black Methodists for Church Renewal. 
24 Subscribe to and learn from Black media and the Black press. 
25 Engage in positive, supportive conversations about Black history and culture on social 

media. 
26 Learn the lyrics to “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”. 
27 Read Dr. King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” The letter can be found here: Letter 

from Birmingham Jail (csuchico.edu) 
28 Read a biography of an influential Black figure, such as Nelson Mandela, Malcolm X, 

Shirley Chisolm, Kobe Bryant, Michelle Obama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, the Rev. Joseph Lowery. 

29         Register and vote. 
 
https://www.r2hub.org/library/29-ways-you-can-participate-in-black-history-month 
 

 

  

http://bmcrumc.org/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46549/lift-every-voice-and-sing
https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://www.r2hub.org/library/29-ways-you-can-participate-in-black-history-month
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Program Ministries 
 
We are delighted to tell you all about the upcoming events that Program 
Ministries have planned. 
We’d love you to bring your friends, families, neighbors etc. The more the 
merrier. Always! 
 
February  11th  Potluck    5-7pm Mellick Hall 
March  18th Quiz Night   5-7pm Mellick Hall 
April  29th Movie Night   4-6pm Sanctuary 
May  21st Picnic    11.30am Local Park (tbc) 
 
Our annual Quiz Night is fast becoming a must do event! So this year, to make 
more friends in our community, we are inviting both the local Presbyterian and 
Episcopal Churches to join us. This will be a splendid time to make new friends 
and renew old friendships.  
 
Please put all these dates in your calendars, and consider joining us for all or 
some of the planned events.  

We will send out reminders for individual events, so no one forgets any of 
them! 
 
The Program Ministries team 
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MISSIONS & SOCIAL CONCERNS 

In 

FEBRUARY 

 

RIDGE OAK SENIOR HOUSING  

VALENTINE CARD MINISTRY 
 

Ridge Oak provides affordable housing and programs for our local senior 

residents. Our goal is to collect a Valentine’s Day card for each resident 

(approximately 300!). Please consider either purchasing or making a card 

with a brief caring note or sentiment. Please sign your card with first 

name only, Your Friend, or similar closing. 

Place your card(s) in a labeled bag and drop them in the Peter Ebbe Food 

Donation bin in the narthex. 

 

ACT FAST!! DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 13 !!!  
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Cupid will deliver the cards on Valentine’s Day. 

Please stop by our Missions page on our website to read about how you’ve 

helped with our previous missions in the Thank You Notes section, or go to: 

www.bjumc.org 
 

  

https://www.bjumc.org/serve-the-world
https://www.bjumc.org/thank-you
http://www.bjumc.org/
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MISSIONS & SOCIAL CONCERNS 
In 

 FEBRUARY 
 

THE FOOD BANK NETWORK OF SOMERSET COUNTY BACKPACK PROGRAM 
The Backpack Program provides bags of food, able to be inconspicuously placed in 

a backpack, to local children in need of food over the long weekend. Currently 
over 600 bags are distributed to students at eight local schools each week! 

Children who school virtually are able to stop by the schools to pick up their 
weekend meal bags. Please consider donating some of the items below and 
placing them in our Peter Ebbe Food Bank bin in the narthex. Collection ends 

February 28. 

Please donate the following:  
   

• *Gallon Ziploc bags  
 

• *Chef Boyardee Spaghetti & meatballs 7.5 oz microwavable cup  
 • *individual serving cans of tuna  
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• *Kraft macaroni & cheese 2.05 oz. microwavable cup  
 

• *fruit cups  
 

• *granola bars  
 

• *instant oatmeal packs  
 

• *individual serving cereal boxes  
 

• *individual serving Horizon box milk  
 

• Ramen noodle soup 3 oz. bags (Maruchan brand)  
 

• Foil juice pouch drink  
 

• Individual serving packaged cookies (similar size to granola bar)  
* indicates items most needed  

•  

• please add small notes of encouragement for a child to your food donations 
and place in ziplock bags 

 
• Please stop by our Missions page on our website to read about how you’ve 
helped with our previous missions in the Thank You Notes section, or go to:  

 
https://www.bjumc.org/serve-the-world.  

 
 

  

http://www.bjumc.org/


 19 

 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY                                              

 
 
TRADITIONAL CHOIR                                             
PRAISE CHOIR  
BELL CHOIR 
 
 
CONTACT JANY IZAGUIRRE  
TO SIGN UP 
ALL ARE WELCOME  
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BISHOP JANES SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

 
1-5TH GRADE 

 
EVERY SUNDAY EXCEPT 1ST 

SUNDAY 
 

STARTS AFTER CHILDREN’S 
SERMON 
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BISHOP JANES YOUTH GROUP 

 

 
What is Youth Group? 

 
Youth Group is a place for 6th – 12th graders to come, worship God, and 
form a community in an age appropriate setting.  Each week we will 
fellowship, learn, pray, and eat together.  Our hope is to create a 
community of young believers in God who understand the grace that is 
given to them, and can praise God more fully.  We will practice habits 
that will set them up for success in life.  We invite all youth, whether a 
member of our church or not, to participate in these formative events.  
You do not need to be a member of BJUMC to receive the rewards, 
though we do expect all participants to abide by our code of conduct. 
 
Fellowship:  Come have fun with other Christian Youth, build a 
community of trust, support, and understanding. 
Learn:  This fall we will study the Bible in a comprehensive method, 
understanding the Bible as a unit and the grace of God in our lives. 
Events:  As an attendance incentive, youth who attend 75% of Youth 
Group sessions we will receive a major discount on the January tubing 
adventure. For more information, see Pastor Matt, Liz Elliott, or Vince 
Baker.   
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BOOK GROUP 
 

If you like to read and discuss books, join the BJUMC Book Group.  It meets 
monthly, usually on the 2nd Thursday of the month from September-November 
and January-May at 7:00 p.m. in classroom 3 /4, or sometimes at alternate 
locations. Members suggest which books are discussed- all types and genres are 
considered.  New members are welcome!   The next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, February 9, 2023 in classroom 3 /4 starting at 7:00 p.m.   If you want to 
join the pre-discussion dinner at The Ridge Restaurant at 5:30 p.m., please RSVP 
to Carol Lutes at 908-672-4600 or carollutes@gmail.com      Please contact Janet 
Kaefer at jbkaefer@optonline.net       for additional information, or to be added to 
the email contact list. 
 
 
 

February 9, 2023:  Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus  
(led by Barbara Conca) 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • GOOD MORNING AMERICA 
BOOK CLUB PICK • A must-read debut! Meet Elizabeth Zott: a 
“formidable, unapologetic and inspiring” (PARADE) scientist in 
1960s California whose career takes a detour when she 
becomes the unlikely star of a beloved TV cooking show in 
this novel that is “irresistible, satisfying and full of fuel. It 
reminds you that change takes time and always requires 

heat” (The New York Times Book Review)  "A unique heroine ... you'll find yourself 
wishing she wasn’t fictional." —Seattle Times 
Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would 
be the first to point out that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s 
the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very 
unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, 
Nobel–prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all things—her 
mind. True chemistry results.  
But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott 
finds herself not only a single mother, but the reluctant star of America’s most 
beloved cooking show Supper at Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking 
(“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves 
revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it 

mailto:carollutes@gmail.com
mailto:jbkaefer@optonline.net
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turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to 
change the status quo.   
Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and studded with a dazzling cast of 
supporting characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant as its 
protagonist. 
 
 
 

March 9, 2023:  The Island of Missing Trees by Elif Shafak 
(led by Carol Lutes) 
A REESE'S BOOK CLUB PICK 
Winner of the 2022 BookTube Silver Medal in Fiction * 
Shortlisted for the Women's Prize for Fiction.  “A wise novel 
of love and grief, roots and branches, displacement and 
home, faith and belief. Balm for our bruised times." ―David 
Mitchell, author of Utopia Avenue      A rich, magical new 
novel on belonging and identity, love and trauma, nature 

and renewal, from the Booker-shortlisted author of 10 Minutes 38 Seconds in This 
Strange World. 
Two teenagers, a Greek Cypriot and a Turkish Cypriot, meet at a taverna on the 
island they both call home. In the taverna, hidden beneath garlands of garlic, chili 
peppers and creeping honeysuckle, Kostas and Defne grow in their forbidden love 
for each other. A fig tree stretches through a cavity in the roof, and this tree bears 
witness to their hushed, happy meetings and eventually, to their silent, 
surreptitious departures. The tree is there when war breaks out, when the capital 
is reduced to ashes and rubble, and when the teenagers vanish. Decades later, 
Kostas returns. He is a botanist looking for native species, but really, he’s 
searching for lost love. 
Years later a Ficus carica grows in the back garden of a house in London where 
Ada Kazantzakis lives. This tree is her only connection to an island she has never 
visited--- her only connection to her family’s troubled history and her complex 
identity as she seeks to untangle years of secrets to find her place in the world. 
A moving, beautifully written, and delicately constructed story of love, division, 
transcendence, history, and eco-consciousness, The Island of Missing Trees is Elif 
Shafak’s best work yet. 
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April 13, 2023:  In Order to Live: A North Korean Girl's Journey to Freedom by 
Yeonmi Park (led by Barbara Kleinert) 
 
 
May 11, 2023:  Midnight's Furies: The Deadly Legacy of India's Partition by Nisid 
Hajari  (led by Art Martin) 
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PLEASE PARTNER WITH THE TRUSTEES TO 
DECREASE OUR UTILITY COSTS 

 
Let’s all join together to lower our utility costs which have dramatically 
increased.   

 

Please do not turn up the heat or the air conditioning without 
consulting with a Trustee, Pastor Matt, or Doug Kreiss. 

 

 

  Also, please remember to turn off the lights when leaving a room.    
 
Each one of us can make a difference! 
THANK YOU! 
Your Trustees  
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February is Black History Month, a time to celebrate the unique 
contributions of African Americans to the American history. Whatever 
your heritage or background, black history is part of everyone's 
history. 

Did you know?  
United Women in Faith first drafted and adopted the “Charter of Racial 
Policies” in 1952.  We worked on ratification at multiple levels of the 
organization and readopted an updated version in 1962.  Thought the 
years, we lobbied the United Methodist Church to officially adopt the 
Charter, seeking to bring its commitments to the full body of the 
church.  The Charter was first received by the General Conference in 
1964 and first included in the Book of Resolutions in 1970.  Since then, 
it has been updated and readopted regularly by delegates to General 
Conference.  From the 1950s to the present, the Charter has been a 
core part of our identity. 
 
To read the current Charter for Racial Justice see our bulletin board 
located in the hallway outside of the Sanctuary. 
 
 

LETS SHOW OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS SOME LOVE 

 
Come help us on Tuesday, February 14th at 7pm to 
assemble care packages that will be sent to our 15 
college students at their school address.    
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Beginning February 1st we are collecting items to include 
in these care packages.  Suggested items are candy, fruit 
snacks, granola bars, gum, ramen/instant cup of soup, 
packets of hot cocoa, toothbrushes, chapstick, deck of 
cards, fidget spinner, fun socks and handwritten notes, 

cards or valentines. 
 
   Look for the collection box in the church narthex.   
 

 
 

United Women in Faith  
February Calendar 

 
 

All United Women in Faith events, circles and ministries are open to all 
women and youth of BJUMC, friends, and the community. 

        
Tuesday, February 21st, 5:30pm, New Circle will meet for dinner at Thai Thai in 
Gillette. Contact person: Linda Cargo, cargoph@aol.com 
 
Tuesday, February 28th, 9:30am, Grace Circle will meet at the home of Gloria 
Walker, 14 Valley View Road, Basking Ridge.  Contact person: Gloria Walker, 
ghwalker1046@gmail.com 
 
Tuesday, February 28th, 7:00pm, Hearts2Hands Ministry will meet in the Youth 
Room.  Contact person: Linda Cargo, cargoph@aol.com 

 
Looking ahead:  Annual Rummage Sale will be Friday and Saturday, March 24th 
and 25th. 
 
***Please note that Monday Walk and Talks will be suspended during January and 
February and will be resumed in March *** 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:cargoph@aol.com
mailto:ghwalker1046@gmail.com
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Pictures from our half day retreat on Saturday, January 21st 
Mark your calendar for the next one on Saturday, May 13th 
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Who Can We Be Together? 

 
Please join your United Women in Faith for a two-part 
retreat led by Pastor TayLavor.  Who Can We Be 
Together? brings participants deeper into Jesus’ 
teachings of Luke 13 to explore what it means to be in 
community. 
 
When: Saturday, May 13, 2023 
 
Time: 9:00am to 12:30pm 
 
Location: Melick Hall, Bishop Janes Church, 22 South 
Finley Avenue, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
 
Participation in both sessions recommended but not 
required. 
 
$10 suggested donation. 
 
Registration is through SignUpGenius.comContact 
Joanne Johnson at jammlungj@msn.com with any 
questions about sign-up. 
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to ponder the real meaning, and get lost s

 

 story, the  
event, the in breaking of the kingdom of God, the immaculate grace 
we receive daily through the great divine love of our Lord.  I pray this 
new un 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
Anniversary?  Birthday?  In memory of?  Special thank you or occasion? 
 
Why not sign up to donate flowers?  The 2022 Flower Chart is available 
on the Narthex Sign Up wall. Reserve your date as soon as possible for 
any week available during the year. Order forms are available on the 
wall. To reserve a date and complete an order call or email Nancy 
Sweazey at 908-208-3250  or  sweazeyn@gmail.com.  
 
NOTE:  This is a new phone number for Nancy 

  

mailto:sweazeyn@gmail.com


 31 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
 
 

Over the last year or two, our church has switched from a staff led 
model to a volunteer led model.  We still have a lot of things around the 
church which need volunteers, in order to maintain our ministries. Most 
Ministry teams have modified a lot of their programming to make them 
more volunteer friendly.  As a church, we uplift and thank all of our 
volunteers for the work they do to make this a wonderful place to 
worship, fellowship, and be a part of the body of Christ in Mission! 

 
Just a few of the places we need more volunteers: 

 

• AN URGENT NEED FOR ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS TO RUN THE 
SOUND DESK AND HELP WITH OUR WORSHIP  

• Evergreen Cemetery Assistant 

• Sunday School Volunteers for September 

• Family Ministries Team (Event Planning and execution) 
• Local Missions Teams:  Foodbanks, Contact/Service Team, 

Counters and more!   
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Share with your Friends! 
 

 
 

 

Inviting your friends to church has never been easier.  With so many 
options to choose from: daily devotions, worship services, small groups, 
all you have to do is share the link with a friend. 
 

• “Liking” is different from sharing.  We appreciate the likes, it 
makes us feel all warm and fuzzy inside, and lets us know people 
appreciate our work, but sharing is a way you can profess your 
faith, and invite others to join you.  It’s really that simple!  

• To share just click the share button on the Facebook post, and it 
will be on your page, so your friends know what your interests 
are.  It’s a simple way of sharing your faith.  No longer can you 
say, “I don’t have the words,” all you have to do is click the share 
button, and you’re done.  It’s that simple 


