
 3 

 
 
Dear BJUMC Family, 
 
April Showers bring May Flowers.  This adage is as old as time.  The passing of the 
seasons is symbolic of many things, and provides us great opportunities to reflect 
on change.  In another article here in the Tower Bell, the Wesleyan theory of 
grace is broken down into three parts.  I think the Wesleyan theory of grace is a 
beautiful homage to the notion that April showers bring may flowers. 
 In order for faith to grow, a seed must be planted.  There must be a planter.  
Whether that planter is God or another person, the seed must be planted.  The 
parable of the Sower has many interpretations, but it also speaks a lot about our 
need to be prepared to handle the seed.  I invite you this season to ponder, are 
you preparing the soil in yourself, your family, your friends, to truly receive the 
Word of God on your heart?  In preparing the soil, we have to make sure the soil 
has nutrients, is situated in a place that gets the right balance of sun, shade, 
water, is out of harm’s way, and is ready to grow.  What does that look like in 
your world?  How are you preparing the soil in your children?  Are you living the 
gospel, are you participating in ministry and mission projects?  Are you doing 
family devotionals or prayer times?  Do you make it a point to talk about faith 
around the dinner table?  Do you even have a family dinner table? 
 Once the seed is planted, it needs watering.  It will germinate and begin to 
grow.  Truly, the old dies, and new life comes into being as the seed transforms 
from a seed into a plant.  The shell of the seed is destroyed as new life takes over.  
In order for the plant to continue to grow, it will need regular watering, and the  
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right amount of sun.  Though many people “come to faith,” for some, it doesn’t 
really stick.  It was a fleeting expression, an emotional experience they had in 
their 20’s at a college retreat somewhere, but that time has come and gone.  In 
order for your faith, our justification, to continue to grow, to actually become a 
plant, a stem, and later on, to have a bud, it must continue to eat up those 
nutrients.  How do you continue to nourish your faith?  Is your faith something 
that was once healthy and vibrant, but now has dwindled?  What can you do to 
make sure it is properly “nutritioned”, like pouring miracle grow on a seed?  The 
bible encourages you to do those things which you did when your faith was new, 
when it was vibrant.  It also encourages us to step out in faith, to try new things.  
The remedies are endless.  What are you doing to make sure your plant, or, your 
faith, doesn’t dwindle and die? 
 Finally, there is a reward for those who stay the course, a beautiful flower.  
There are a multitude of flowers out there, each one beautiful in their own way.  
There are a multitude of believers out there, each one beautiful in their own way.  
Each one brings something to the meadow, a new color, a new fragrance, a new 
texture.  Our diversity helps to beautify us.  In terms of grace, this is like 
sanctification, our walk towards perfection.  It is both an individual walk, and a 
communal walk.  Flowers are gorgeous in their own right, and displays of 
bouquets or meadows, or gardens also have their own appeal.  Our walk towards 
sanctification isn’t over once we come to faith, it comes through the life long walk 
with the Lord.  It is the last step.  If we die before we bud, we are still a wonderful 
plant, and worthy of the Lord, but our life in this world may not have been a 
brilliant, as bold, as beautiful. 
 Friends, April showers bring may flowers is a great analogy for our walk in 
faith.  I encourage you to read the article in this Tower Bell about the Wesleyan 
theories of grace.  Then, ask yourself, the following questions: 

1) How am I tending to the soil of those around me?  Am I preparing the soil 
to receive the seed?  Is my soil (my faith) full of the proper nutrients it 
needs to help me flourish? 

2) As a believer, am I growing strong, do I have a real faith in the lord?  Will I 
burst out of this seed that is planted in my heart, and grow into new life?  
As for my family, friends, children, how can I help them come to that 
moment of germination when they change?  What do they need in order to 
be truly transformed by the Word of God? 
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3) Am I continually walking with the Lord?  Am I bearing good fruit?  Am I 
Producing a multitude of flowers?  Or is my faith dwindling, a stem with no 
rose, a tree with no fruit?  What can I do to get back on track and make 
sure I am walking towards perfection, that I may be beautified by the Lord? 

Friends, may the grace and peace of the Lord be with you this spring.  I encourage 
you to take a walk, perhaps in a garden, and ponder these things in your heart. 
 
Pastor Matt 
 
  


