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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MATT, DECEMBER 2021

As we begin a new year, we o1en set goals for ourselves. There is a sense that the
new year is a new beginning, a :me to start over, a bench mark where the past is
behind us, and a new future is possible. We are challenged to reach for the stars,
to establish a vision of who we want to be in the coming year, set big grandiose
goals, maybe with benchmarks along the way, and we venture oﬀ with all the best
of inten:ons.
As I think about this, there is biblical founda:on for puCng the past behind us.
Whether it is in forgiving others (MaFhew 19), or ﬁnding forgiveness for
ourselves. The Parable of the Prodigal Son, found in Luke 15:11-32 is one such
example of star:ng over.
A few key points about star:ng over are noteworthy. First, we note that the son
realized he had sorely messed up, he had squandered everything that had been
given to him, and had found himself des:tute. He returned home with no
expecta:ons, but rather, humble, seeking nothing more than a livable job. I think
it is important that we realize our condi:ons. The word “Repent” means to turn
around, or to change direc:on. If we don’t recognize the current state of things,
we can’t change course.
Changing course is important in our faith lives, from :me to :me. We some:mes
lose our way, geCng lost in the journey, or some:mes we just get a liFle of
course, but over :me that liFle misdirec:on leads to a large separa:on from the
path.
The second key point is the recep:on of the Father in the story. Of course, this is
an obvious statement of grace of God the Father, receiving us all back home, no
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maFer where we’ve gone, how far we’ve gone, what we’ve done while we were
away. But this is an important reminder to us all that even if we have fallen astray
over the past few years during covid, we got :red of tuning in virtually, we
developed other Sunday morning plans or rou:nes, we got sidetracked, and put
our faith lives on hold, no maFer what, it is never too late to come back. I think
this is a par:cularly important point for our community as we draw near two years
of living under a Covid world.
As we begin our new year, as we plan out our goals for 2022, I hope you will
consider how you can re-engage in the life of the church this year. Though Covid
numbers may be surging at the moment, and hospital rates at an all-:me high,
there is also hope on the horizon that this will soon be in the past. Though we
must not let our guard down with respect to the virus, we can plan ahead, create
room in our schedules, put our faith into prac:ce, and develop those weekly
rituals and habits that help lead us to a faithful life in Christ.
I pray each of us can ﬁnd forgiveness in our hearts, both inwardly and outwardly
this year. I pray we can ﬁnd the grace of God, and we can truly live into the
Gospel of Christ. I pray we can become transformed into the body of Christ that
draws people to the light of life. I pray our transforma:on brings us joy, but more
importantly, I pray our transforma:on brings us hope, a hope in the eternal.
So let’s set a chart this year, and restore our faith lives. When I started at this
church almost 3 years ago, most families came to church about 3 :mes a month,
which is a phenomenal number. Whether you come in person or you come
online, let’s get more involved in our faith lives this year, and restore that vigor
that BJUMC can be a shining light in the community of Christ!
Pastor MaF
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COVID CHANGES, DELAYS AND CLOSURES:
Due to the number of Covid Cases currently in our community, many of our
ministries have decided to either delay their start in the new year, or run a virtual
program. Please check with your respec:ve ministry leaders for informa:on on
your par:cular upcoming mee:ngs. Here are a few of the updates:
YOUTH GROUP: Spring Semester is delayed un:l at least February. We will
con:nue to watch the Covid Numbers, as well as the response from the local
school board and health agencies in determining when to start the Spring
Semester.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: Spring Semester is delayed un:l at least February.
We will con:nue to watch the Covid Numbers, as well as the response from the
local school board and health agencies in determining when to start the Spring
Semester. Addi:onally, we also need addi:onal volunteers to make this program
work. If you are interested in Volunteering on a monthly basis, please contact Liz
EllioF.
PIECE-MAKERS QUILTING GROUP: Taking a Winter Break un:l March or April.
Contact Nancy or Bonnie for more informa:on.
ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP: This ministry will con:nue through
the winter, with a primarily virtual format. Our lessons are available for persons in
the youth group to join in as well. This month we will be looking at several of
Jesus’ Parables.
us to
take Dme out for ourselves and our family,
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FINANCE REPORT 2022
Dear BJUMC Family of Christ,

b Normally, we publish informa:on looking in the short term, and keep the
informa:on we present very simple. The informa:on we provide most months is
simply a :thes/income vs expenses. This month, as we start the new year, we
want to li1 everybody’s spirit, and raise up the great joy we have in our ﬁnance
leadership over the past 3 years. We are grateful for the team of people who have
helped us strategize, plan, and execute balanced budgets each of the past three
years. As you look at the informa:on, note that in the past three years there is
one year that has a deﬁcit, that is the result of placing $60,000 into an investment
fund that year, quite the reverse of years past.
As we con:nue to work towards becoming a volunteer led church, we believe
transparency in our budget and ﬁnance is impera:ve to the overall health of our
church. As a church, we have changed greatly over the past decade, but we ﬁrmly
believe we are in a great place to do meaningful, impaclul, and eﬀec:ve ministry
within our community and beyond.
One trend we have also seen in recent years is a shi1 of our community away
from entering into pledges. This makes our budge:ng process very diﬃcult.
However, our ﬁnance teams have used a generally conserva:ve approach to
es:ma:ng the amounts we will receive in unpledged income, and we have greatly
exceeded that budget line in 2021.
We want to thank each of you for suppor:ng the mission, the ministry, of Bishop
Janes United Methodist Church. Together, we can accomplish a lot! As we move
towards a post-Covid world, we hope to accomplish so much more, and share the
Gospel with our en:re community! May God be gloriﬁed in all that we do!
Pastor MaF and the Finance CommiFee
*Please see the last page of the Tower Best for the spreadsheet detail of the
ﬁnances.
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to ponder the real meaning of
Christmas. It is easy for us to get
caught up in the giT giving that we
do in our current culture, and get
lost in the consumerist mentality
s story, the incarnaDon event, the
in breaking of the kingdom of God,
the immaculate grace we receive
daily through the great divine love
of our Lord. I pray this new un

ALTER FLOWERS

Please sign up to donate ﬂowers. The January thru December 2022
Flower Chart is available on the Narthex Sign Up wall. Reserve your date
as soon as possible for any week available during the year. Order forms
are available on the wall. To reserve a date and complete an order call
or email Nancy Sweazey at 908-766-6368 or sweazeyn@gmail.com.
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Serve The World Through Missions
In
JANUARY
THE FOOD BANK NETWORK OF SOMERSET COUNTY BACKPACK PROGRAM
The Backpack Program provides bags of food, able to be inconspicuously placed in
a backpack, to local children in need of food over the long weekend. Currently
over 600 bags are distributed to students at eight local schools each week!
Children who school virtually are able to stop by the schools to pick up their
weekend meal bags. Please consider dona:ng some of the items below and
placing them in our Peter Ebbe Food Bank bin in the narthex.
Collec:on ends January 31.
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DONATIONS ITEMS REQUESTED:
• *Gallon Ziploc bags
• *Chef Boyardee SpagheC & meatballs 7.5 oz microwavable cup
• *individual serving cans of tuna
• *Kra1 macaroni & cheese 2.05 oz. microwavable cup
• *fruit cups
• *granola bars
• *instant oatmeal packs
• *individual serving cereal boxes
• *individual serving Horizon box milk
• Ramen noodle soup 3 oz. bags (Maruchan brand)
• Foil juice pouch drink

•

• Individual serving packaged cookies (similar size to granola bar)
* indicates items most needed
NEW THIS YEAR: please add small notes of encouragement for a child to
your food dona:ons and place in ziplock bags

• Please stop by our Missions page on our website to read about how you’ve
helped with our previous missions in the Thank You Notes sec:on, or click here:
hFps://www.bjumc.org/serve-the-world.
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charts in many of them, you will

January 2022

Happy New Year
from
the United Methodist Women
As we begin a new year, 2022, we have
so much for which to be thankful.
Thank you for your generosity and
par:cipa:ng in the World Thank
Oﬀering during the month of
November. Dona:ons from our
congrega:on and LiFle Lambs families
totaled almost $300. These funds will
be used in the total United Methodist
Women’s programs of mission and
advocacy in the United States and
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around the world to meet the physical and social needs of vulnerable women,
children and youth.
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Thank you to our Basking Ridge
community and the Hearts2Hands
Ministry for making and collec:ng
handmade winter garments for Knit
the Rainbow and thank you to Pastor
MaF for blessing them during the
worship service on December 5th. 56
hats, 19 scarves, 3 cowls, 1 pair of
miFens and 1 pair of socks were will be delivered on January 9th to Knit the
Rainbow who will distribute them to homeless LGBTQ+ youth in New York City.

Thank you to all for suppor:ng the
Winter Market and our Homespun
Holiday Bazaar held in December. It
was a blessing to be together again in
fellowship for this event. Whether
you helped set up, mailed postcards,
donated items, peeled apples for
pies, baked, cooked, cra1ed,
assembled baskets, put up signs,
cashiered, helped on the day of the
event or came to shop, we are thankful for your gi1s of :me, talent and treasures.
Approximately $4,000 was raised to support our mission giving.
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While the presence of the Covid-19 virus is s:ll with us we plan to con:nue to ﬁnd
safe ways in which to con:nue to fulﬁll our Purpose: to be a community of women
whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a crea:ve, suppor:ve fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through par:cipa:on in the global ministries of the Church.
SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, February 8th at 7:00pm for a gathering to assemble
donated sanitary pads into kits for clients at God’s Coop Pantry. Collec:on will
begin January 15th in the church narthex.

UMW Calendar for January 2022
All United Methodist Women events, circles and ministries are open to all women
and youth of BJUMC, friends, and the community.
Mondays at 9:00am, Walk and Talk will meet at Harry Dunham Park. We meet in
the parking lot oﬀ Liberty Corner Road and walk for about one hour. Open to all!!
Contact person: Barbara Conca, conca@aol.com
Saturday, January 15th, 9:00am to take down and put away Christmas
decora:ons in Melick Hall. Contact person: Linda Cargo, cargoph@aol.com
Sunday, January 16th collec:on of sanitary pads for clients of God’s Coop Pantry
will begin in the church narthex. Monetary dona:ons will also be gratefully
accepted. Contact person: Linda Cargo, cargoph@aol.com
Tuesday, January 25th, 9:30am, Grace Circle will meet at the home of Gloria
Walker, 14 Valley View Drive, Basking Ridge. Contact person: Gloria Walker,
ghwalker1046@gmail.com
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Tuesday, January 25th, 7:00pm, Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet in the Youth
Room. Contact person: Linda Cargo, cargoph@aol.com. All are welcome to join us!
Please note that the Piecemaker Quilters and New Circle will not meet in the
month of January.
LOOKING AHEAD:
Tuesday, February 8th at 7:00pm for a gathering to assemble donated sanitary
pads into kits for clients at God’s Coop Pantry. Collec:on will begin January 16th in
the church narthex.
May 20th to May 22nd, Assembly 2022, Orlando ConvenDon Center. Held once
every four years, UMW Assembly promises to TURN IT UP! For full informa:on go
to www.assembly2022.org
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that people are not meant to

YOUTH GROUP
UPDATE:
While we remain uncertain about
the winter semester, we are
temporarily suspending our
mee:ngs during the month of
January with all hopes that we can
have regular in-person youth groups later this winter. Due to
an:cipated numbers, we will be combining middle school and
high school together, and modifying our program a bit. When
we meet we will have a snack together, but not a meal, so
youth can have Sunday Dinner with their families.
We look forward to reconnecDng with our youth, and building
up our community on fellowship and grace! Invite your
friends!
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ADULT SMALL GROUP STUDIES
January 2022
Winter 2022 Adult Small Group Studies
Our adult small group study program con:nues this winter. Due to the current
state of the pandemic, we will be holding these programs virtually through
February and, when feasible, will move to a hybrid approach of in-person and
remote via Zoom.
Our gatherings are held on Sunday mornings from 11am un<l 12 noon. We hope
that you can join us as we con:nue on our faith journey together. To join us
online, the link to all of our classes can be found by clicking HERE, or on the
Bishop Janes website (www.bjumc.org) or Midweek Minute.
Here’s what we have in store for the remainder of this year:
- Stories Jesus Told (January 9 – February 13). This series begins on Sunday,
January 9th and runs for six weeks. It is focused on the Parables of Jesus.
This course, by Greg Carey, looks at six of Jesus’ parables to learn how to
read, interpret, and live them in your daily life. This program wraps up on
Sunday, February 13th.
- What’s So Amazing About Grace (February 20, 27, then April 24 – June
12). This study by Philip Yancy begins on Sunday, February 20th and looks at
grace; what it is, why it is so precious, and how to integrate it into your life.
We’ll do two sessions and then take a break for Lent. We’ll pick up our
program on grace on Sunday, April 24th and go un:l the end of the school
year.
- Savior, What the Bible Says About the Cross (March 6 – April 10). This
Lenten class, created by Pastor Magrey deVega, helps us unpack the
signiﬁcance of the atonement and some of the theories that have been put
forth for the mystery of salva:on through the cross.
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We hope you’ll consider joining some or all of our small group discussions. If
you have any ques:on, please contact Ted Schroeder at
dotcschroeder@yahoo.com, or Kevin Dresely at ddresely@comcast.net.
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WELCOME ALL
Membership Directory
Update
Have you ever tried to contact someone from Church and could not ﬁnd
their phone number? Good news, Cheryl Beyer, Welcome All Team
Chair, is upda:ng our Membership directory. and asking for your help in
upda:ng your contact informa:on for our directory for the use of our
church family
Please provide all of your current contact informa:on, names, phone
numbers, email addresses, address, cell phone numbers and names of
family members in your household.
All of your informa:on is needed for our church records but we need
your authorizaDon for what contact informaDon you would like put in
the directory. Please conﬁrm that you want all, some or none of your
contact informa:on in the directory.
Please respond as soon as possible with your current informa:on to
help us to accomplish this task in a :mely manner.
Thank you!
Cheryl Beyer contact informa:on:
Cheryl@uniquewire.com
20

908 672-6220
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Book Group
If you like to read and discuss books, join the BJUMC Book Group. It meets monthly, usually on
the 2nd Thursday of the month from September-November and January-May at 7:00 p.m. in
classroom 3 /4. Members suggest which books are discussed- all types and genres are
considered. New members are welcome! We are s:ll postponing the resump:on of the prediscussion dinners. Below are our selec:ons for January and February. Please note that the
January mee:ng has been changed to Monday, January 10. Please bring sugges:ons for the
March through May books to the January mee:ng! Contact Janet Kaefer at
jbkaefer@optonline.net for addi:onal informa:on, or to add your name to the email
distribu:on list for Book Group. Happy reading and Happy
New Year!
January 10, 2022: The Alice Network by Kate Quinn
New York Times and USA Today Bestseller, An NPR's Best Book
of the Year, A Reese Witherspoon Book Club Pick and The 2017
Girly Book Club Book of the Year!
In this enthralling novel from New York Times bestselling
author Kate Quinn, two women—a female spy recruited to the
real-life Alice Network in France during World War I and an
unconven:onal American socialite searching for her cousin in
1947—are brought together in a mesmerizing story of courage
and redemp:on.
1947. In the chao:c a1ermath of World War II, American
college girl Charlie St. Clair is pregnant, unmarried, and on the
verge of being thrown out of her very proper family. She's also
nursing a desperate hope that her beloved cousin Rose, who disappeared in Nazi-occupied
France during the war, might s:ll be alive. So when Charlie's parents banish her to Europe to
have her "liFle problem" taken care of, Charlie breaks free and heads to London, determined to
ﬁnd out what happened to the cousin she loves like a sister.
1915. A year into the Great War, Eve Gardiner burns to join the ﬁght against the Germans and
unexpectedly gets her chance when she's recruited to work as a spy. Sent into enemy-occupied
France, she's trained by the mesmerizing Lili, the "Queen of Spies", who manages a vast
network of secret agents right under the enemy's nose.
Thirty years later, haunted by the betrayal that ul:mately tore apart the Alice Network, Eve
spends her days drunk and secluded in her crumbling London house. Un:l a young American
barges in uFering a name Eve hasn't heard in decades, and launches them both on a mission to
ﬁnd the truth...no maFer where it leads.
“Both funny and heartbreaking, this epic journey of two courageous women is an unforgeFable
tale of liFle-known war:me glory and sacriﬁce. Quinn knocks it out of the park with this
spectacular book!”—Stephanie Dray, New York Times bestselling author of America's First
Daughter
22
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February 10, 2022: The Good Sister by Sally Hepworth
THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
"A stunningly clever thriller made doubly suspenseful by not one, but two unreliable narrators."
― People
Sally Hepworth, the author of The Mother-In-Law delivers a knock-out of a novel about the lies
that bind two sisters in The Good Sister.
There's only been one :me that Rose couldn't stop me from doing the wrong thing and that was
a mistake that will haunt me for the rest of my life.
Fern Castle works in her local library. She has dinner with her twin sister Rose three nights a
week. And she avoids crowds, bright lights and loud noises as much as possible. Fern has a
carefully structured life and disrup:ng her rou:ne can be...dangerous.
When Rose discovers that she cannot get pregnant, Fern sees her chance to pay her sister back
for everything Rose has done for her. Fern can have a baby for Rose. She just needs to ﬁnd a
father. Simple.
Fern's mission will shake the founda:ons of the life she has carefully built for herself and s:r up
dark secrets from the past, in this quirky, rich and shocking story of what families keep hidden.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Over the last year or two, our church has switched from a staﬀ led
model to a volunteer led model. We s:ll have a lot of things around the
church which need volunteers, in order to maintain our ministries. Most
Ministry teams have modiﬁed a lot of their programming to make them
more volunteer friendly. As a church, we upli1 and thank all of our
volunteers for the work they do to make this a wonderful place to
worship, fellowship, and be a part of the body of Christ in Mission!
Just a few of the places we need more volunteers:
- AN URGENT NEED FOR ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS TO RUN THE
SOUND DESK AND HELP WITH OUR WORSHIP
- Counters
- Sunday School Volunteers
- Family Ministries Team (Event Planning and execuDon)
- Local Missions Teams: Foodbanks, Contact/Service Team, and
more!
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Share with your Friends!

Invi:ng your friends to church has never been easier. With so many
op:ons to choose from: daily devo:ons, worship services, small groups,
all you have to do is share the link with a friend.
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• “Liking” is diﬀerent from sharing. We appreciate the likes, it
makes us feel all warm and fuzzy inside, and lets us know people
appreciate our work, but sharing is a way you can profess your
faith, and invite others to join you. It’s really that simple!
• To share just click the share buFon on the Facebook post, and it
will be on your page, so your friends know what your interests
are. It’s a simple way of sharing your faith. No longer can you say,
“I don’t have the words,” all you have to do is click the share
buFon, and you’re done. It’s that simple
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