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A few weeks ago, at 
youth group, we did an 
exercise in thankfulness.  
Each person was asked 
to make a list of 10 
things they were 
thankful for, and also list 
why they were thankful 
for it.  I think this was an 
incredible activity for our 
youth, and one that all of 
us should do on the 
regular.  So often, we are 
unaware of the blessings 
that surround us daily.  

We take for granted so many little things.  While most of our youth started off 
with family and friends, by the end of the list we got into some pretty interesting 
things that might well go overlooked.  Being in a state of thanksgiving takes time, 
and it is a mindset that must be cultivated.  Yet, what I have seen time and time 
again, when we focus on the blessings, when we are intentional about giving 
praise for the blessings in our life both large and small, there becomes a 
reciprocal effect.  I can’t say for sure that the blessings increase, but I can say for 
sure that when this mindset is cultivated, people truly feel more blessed.  Our 
eyes are opened, and we are more aware of Christ’s love around us.  As funny as 
it sounds, we can even be thankful for the order of the universe, which was 
created in just such a fashion, in just such a perfect balance, as to create and 
sustain life, and to which the ends of the universe have yet to be discovered.  This 
is a blessing that often goes overlooked, yet it is one which leads to the inevitable 
understanding of the almighty God, who breathed into creation the vastness of all 
creation, also being the loving God that breathed the very breath of life into our 
lungs, and brought us into being.  This divine love has no equal, from the very 
moment of our creation, God has shown us unparalleled love.  If there was ever a 
doubt of that love, we need not look any further than the cross, to understand 
the depths of this love. 
 Friends, as I do almost every November, I encourage you to take part in a 
month of thanksgiving this November.  The UWIF have a thanksgiving calendar 
available in our narthex this month to aid you, if you should choose, or you can 
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just do another activity, perhaps reaching out to a different person each day to 
tell them you are thankful for them, and why.  Recognizing people is one of the 
simplest, yet most overlooked things we can do to express our thankfulness.  And 
the impact of being recognized is immense!  When was the last time somebody 
gave you a genuine compliment, not about a shirt you wearing, but about a real 
matter of substance, perhaps a project you had been working on, something 
about your character, something important to you, something about your very 
essence.  Those types of compliments really make a difference in somebody, and 
encourage them to be the best person they can be, filling their spirits with love. 
 So Let’s be thankful this November, and lets spread the thankfulness all 
around.  May God grant us grace, that we may so grant grace to others.  May we 
be so filled with the love of Christ, that all those we touch may also see Christ. 
Amen. 
For a Prayer of Thanksgiving, see 1 Chronicles 16:7-36 
Pastor Matt 
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Happy November Beloveds,                 
 
We’re kicking off the month leaving behind “spooky season” and celebrating with 
the autumn triduum which includes All Saints Day! The change in seasons right 
now is the perfect time for us to pause and reflect on those who have gone 
before us and left their impact on our lives and communities. We have communal 
saints at Bishop Janes United Methodist Church that we have celebrated over the 
past year, and many of us have personal saints who have left their mark on each 
of us.  
 
Another part of All Saints Day is the two days that surround it, the autumn 
triduum, spanning from October 31 - November 2. October 31 being a day we’re 
all familiar with, Halloween, also known as All Hallows’ Eve. This day has roots in 
the Christian tradition, as it is a day to prepare for All Saints Day, also known as All 
Saints Day. November 2 is All Souls Day, another religious day that some Christian 
traditions recognize…  
 
As we here at Bishop Janes UMC are moving our way through the busyness of fall, 
I want to invite us to not only pause to remember those who have gone before 
us, but also the changes the Earth is going through… Many Christians in the 
northern hemisphere, specifically Celtic Christians believed in something called 
thin places, or a thinning of the veil between the living and the dead and they 
practiced remembrance and traditions related to this belief during the autumn 
triduum.  
 
Throughout this month, I invite you to find something or remember something a 
saint in your life left behind, that makes you think of them. Maybe it’s something 
tangible that you have that you can carry with you or put somewhere that you 
will experience every day. Maybe it is a story or a phrase that you can write down 
and carry in your wallet or keep in your car. As we partake in this act of 
remembrance and experiencing “thin places” together, let us reflect on this 
prayer of remembrance from Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist 
Church: 
  

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/8TAEyjbGc.htm
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A Prayer Meditation for All Saints Day 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for all the saints who ever worshiped you 
Whether in brush arbors or cathedrals, 
Weathered wooden churches or crumbling cement meeting houses 
Where your name was lifted and adored. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for hands lifted in praise: 
Manicured hands and hands stained with grease or soil, 
Strong hands and those gnarled with age 
Holy hands 
Used as wave offerings across the land. 
 
We thank you, God, for hardworking saints; 
Whether hard-hatted or steel-booted, 
Head ragged or aproned, 
Blue-collared or three-piece-suited 
They left their mark on the earth for you, for us, for our children to come. 
 
Thank you, God, for the tremendous sacrifices made by those who have gone 
before us. 
Bless the memories of your saints, God. 
May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, 
worship, and love.” 
—Source 
 

Peace,  
 
Pastor TayLavor 
  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/a-prayer-meditation-for-all-saints-day#:~:text=They%20left%20their%20mark%20on,dedication%2C%20worship%2C%20and%20love.
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BJUMC WORKDAY NOVEMBER 6! 
SUNDAY AFTER THE CHURCH SERVICE 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Many hands always make lighter work.   Below are some tasks for both 
indoors and outdoors.  Let Trustees know if there are additions.  Please 
bring the appropriate tools/equipment if possible. And, thanks to all of 
you that are willing to share your talents! 
 
Indoors: 

• Leak in narthex, has a prong stuck in the outlet/doesn’t work 
• Windows in all hallways need to be washed 
• Dusting the beams in the sanctuary (ladder and long duster on a 

pole would be needed, probably a vacuum to clean up afterwards) 
  

Outdoors: 
• Shrubs out front need to be trimmed (electric/gas trimmer) 
• The alleyway needs to be trimmed, and raked 
• The walkway behind the church needs to be weed wacked, it was 

sprayed a while ago, but the dead weeds are still there.  Also, the 
areas inside the little holding area for the AC unit needs to be 
cleaned out. 

• The metal doors in the alleyway need to be scraped and repainted 
with a proper outdoor paint for metal surfaces. 

 
Questions?  Contact Rena 908 872-9443  rena.thorsen@gmail.com or 
any of the Trustees.   

mailto:rena.thorsen@gmail.com
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Christmas Tree Sales 2022 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas is just around the corner again this year and our annual Christmas Tree initiative 

is already in an advanced planning stage. This will be our 71st consecutive year of providing 

trees to the local community. It is our primary source of support for missions with 

approximately half going towards local charities and the other half supporting national and 

international initiatives.  

 

It offers wonderful opportunities for hands-on mission support out in the fresh Balsam 

scented air with holiday music playing in the background. Signup for sales of trees is easy via 

a link on the church website.  

 

Here are opportunities to help with the program: 

 

Tree Rack Setup    Saturday, November 19 at 8:15 am 

 

     Peter McArthur’s barn 

     291 South Maple 

 

     

Wreath unloading   Friday, November 25        time TBA 

 

Unloading 450 Trees   Saturday, November 26    8:00 am 
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Unloading 250 Trees  Saturday, December 3      8:00 am 
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MIDWEEK 

PRAISE 

SERVICE 
Wednesday Evening 

STARTS 

6:30 
 

ENDS 

7:15 
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MUSIC MINISTRY                                              

 
 
TRADITIONAL CHOIR                                             
PRAISE CHOIR  
BELL CHOIR 
 
 
 
CONTACT JANY IZAGUIRRE  
TO SIGN UP 
ALL ARE WELCOME  
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BISHOP JANES SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

 
1-5TH GRADE 

 
EVERY SUNDAY EXCEPT 1ST 

SUNDAY 
 

STARTS AFTER CHILDREN’S 
SERMON 
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BISHOP JANES YOUTH GROUP 

 

 
What is Youth Group? 

 
Youth Group is a place for 6th – 12th graders to come, worship God, and 
form a community in an age appropriate setting.  Each week we will 
fellowship, learn, pray, and eat together.  Our hope is to create a 
community of young believers in God who understand the grace that is 
given to them, and can praise God more fully.  We will practice habits 
that will set them up for success in life.  We invite all youth, whether a 
member of our church or not, to participate in these formative events.  
You do not need to be a member of BJUMC to receive the rewards, 
though we do expect all participants to abide by our code of conduct. 
 
Fellowship:  Come have fun with other Christian Youth, build a 
community of trust, support, and understanding. 
Learn:  This fall we will study the Bible in a comprehensive method, 
understanding the Bible as a unit and the grace of God in our lives. 
Events:  As an attendance incentive, youth who attend 75% of Youth 
Group sessions we will receive a major discount on the January tubing 
adventure. For more information see Pastor Matt, Liz Elliott, or Vince 
Baker.   
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NURSERY 
VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Members of our Congregation, 
 
As we look to fully re-open our doors this fall, it is essential that 
we provide the services our community needs.  Presently, we 
have sufficient volunteers to run a Sunday School (5-11 years) 
program 3 weeks a month, and bringing our children into 
church on communion Sundays. 
 With respect to our Nursery however, we do not have any 
volunteers for this fall.  There are a significant number of 
families that just moved to basking ridge with children in the 
nursery age group (1-5 years).  We receive inquiries regularly 
regarding our ability to provide a nursery attendant during the 
service.  Are you willing to step up to provide nursery care for 
this age group?  Ministry Safe Training is required, so please 
sign up as soon as possible. 
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                                                                         Book Group 
 
  
If you like to read and discuss books, join the BJUMC Book Group.  It meets monthly, usually on 
the 2nd Thursday of the month from September-November and January-May at 7:00 p.m. in 
classroom 3 /4, or sometimes at alternate locations. Members suggest which books are 
discussed- all types and genres are considered.  New members are welcome!   Below are our 
selections for November and January.  The November meeting will be held on Monday, 
November 7 in classroom 3 /4. starting at 7:00 p.m.  The pre-discussion dinners have resumed!  
If you want to join the pre-discussion dinner at The Ridge restaurant at 5:30 p.m., please RSVP 
to Carol Lutes at (908-672-4600) or carollutes@gmail.com     Please contact Janet Kaefer at 

jbkaefer@optonline.net    for additional information, or to be added to 
the email contact list. 
 
November 7, 2022 (Monday):  Black Cake by Charmaine Wilkerson (led 
by Barbara Kleinert) 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • READ WITH JENNA BOOK CLUB PICK AS 
FEATURED ON TODAY • Two estranged siblings delve into their mother’s 
hidden past—and how it all connects to her traditional Caribbean black 
cake—in this immersive family saga, “a character-driven, 
multigenerational story that’s meant to be savored” (Time). 
“Wilkerson transports you across the decades and around the globe 

accompanied by complex, wonderfully drawn characters.”—Taylor Jenkins Reid, New York 
Times bestselling author of The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo,Daisy Jones & The Six, and 
Malibu Rising 
In development as a Hulu original series produced by Marissa Jo Cerar, Oprah Winfrey (Harpo 
Films), and Kapital Entertainment 
We can’t choose what we inherit. But can we choose who we become? 
In present-day California, Eleanor Bennett’s death leaves behind a puzzling inheritance for her 
two children, Byron and Benny: a black cake, made from a family recipe with a long history, and 
a voice recording. In her message, Eleanor shares a tumultuous story about a headstrong young 
swimmer who escapes her island home under suspicion of murder. The heartbreaking tale 
Eleanor unfolds, the secrets she still holds back, and the mystery of a long-lost child challenge 
everything the siblings thought they knew about their lineage and themselves. 
Can Byron and Benny reclaim their once-close relationship, piece together Eleanor’s true 
history, and fulfill her final request to “share the black cake when the time is right”? Will their 
mother’s revelations bring them back together or leave them feeling more lost than ever? 
Charmaine Wilkerson’s debut novel is a story of how the inheritance of betrayals, secrets, 
memories, and even names can shape relationships and history. Deeply evocative and 
beautifully written, Black Cake is an extraordinary journey through the life of a family changed 
forever by the choices of its matriarch. 
 
 

mailto:carollutes@gmail.com
mailto:jbkaefer@optonline.net
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January 12, 2023:  Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders 
and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann, Will Patton, et al. 
 
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A 
twisting, haunting true-life murder mystery about one of the most 
monstrous crimes in American history, from the author of The Lost 
City of Z. 
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were 
members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was discovered 
beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built 

mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe. 
Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman, Mollie 
Burkhart, became a prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it 
was just the beginning, as more and more Osage were dying under mysterious circumstances, 
and many of those who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered. 
As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar 
Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. 
White put together an undercover team, including a Native American agent who infiltrated the 
region, and together with the Osage began to expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in 
American history. 
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PLEASE PARTNER WITH THE TRUSTEES TO 
DECREASE OUR UTILITY COSTS 

 
Let’s all join together to lower our utility costs which have dramatically 
increased.   

 

Please do not turn up the heat or the air conditioning without 
consulting with a Trustee, Pastor Matt, or Doug Kreiss. 

 

 

  Also, please remember to turn off the lights when leaving a room.    
 
Each one of us can make a difference! 
 
THANK YOU! 
 
Your Trustees  
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The United Women of Faith at Bishop Janes Church invite you 
to participate in a 30 days of Gratitude World Thank Offering 
during the month of November by using our Gratitude 
Calendar.  

The purpose of this offering is to remind ourselves of God’s blessings 
and to share God’s blessings with others.  The funds collected will be 
used in the United Women in Faith total program of mission and 
advocacy in the United States and around the world serving women, 
children and youth.  

Sometimes the Lord surprises us with an unexpected gift. As people of 
faith, we bring many requests to God for health, healing, and hope in 
our lives and in the lives of people who are facing difficulties. We are 

uplifted by the Lord’s beautiful promise through the prophet Jeremiah. 
In the place where there was sadness, loss, and disappointment, there 
will again be  “the voices of those who sing, as they bring thank offerings 

to the house of the Lord: ‘Give thanks to the Lord of hosts, for the Lord 
is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!’” (Jeremiah 33:11, 
NRSV). In God’s time, our prayers are answered according to his 
wisdom. Truly, God does great things! We are so grateful that we want 

to express our thanks and tangibly share God’s blessings with others. 

Please set up your own container in which to collect the offering.  Bring 
your 30 Days of Gratitude container to the worship service on the 
second Sunday after Thanksgiving, December 4th and set it on the 
altar.  
 
Calendar copies will also be available in the church narthex. 

 
Gratitude is transformative! Thank you for taking part! 
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Annual Winter 
Market / Homespun 
Holidays, Saturday, 
December 3rd in 
Melick Hall. 
 

 

Help is needed: 
Set up and decorating on Monday, 

November 28th at 9:00am in Wesley and Melick Halls 

Food - to help prepare soup and chili on Wednesday, November 30th and 

Thursday, December 1st, 9am in the church kitchen 

On the day of the event - individuals to help at a booth, to cashier and to 

serve food 
 
We are currently seeking donations for the following booths: 
 
Attic Treasures: Donations of new or gently us holiday items such as Christmas 
decorations, dishes, glassware, household times, stationary, new toys or games 
may be left in Edith’s Closet located in Wesley Hall. Contact person: Karen 
Hayworth, hayworth@optonline.net 
 
Handmade Items: We are seeking any sort of items that have been hand-made. If 
you have an item(s) that you would like to donate to this table please contact Linda 
Cargo, cargoph@aol.com 
 
Jewelry: Donations of jewelry and accessories such as small purses, scarves, and 
watches for the Jewelry Booth. A collection basket is located in the church 
office.  Contact person: Krista Colwell, ehcolwell@optonline.net 
 
Bake Table: Donations of home baked items and other food items the day prior or 
on the morning of the event.  Contact person: Rena Thorsen, 908 872-9443 
rena.thorsen@gmail.com 
 
For questions or more information about any of the above, please contact Linda 
Cargo, cargoph@aol.com, Joanne Johnson, jammlungj@msn.com, Krista Colwell, 
kristamcolwell@gmail.com or Barbara Kleinert, barbarawkleinert@gmail.com 

mailto:hayworth@optonline.net
mailto:cargoph@aol.com
mailto:ehcolwell@optonline.net
mailto:rena.thorsen@gmail.com
mailto:cargoph@aol.com
mailto:jammlungj@msn.com
mailto:kristamcolwell@gmail.com
mailto:barbarawkleinert@gmail.com
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UMW APPLE AND APPLE 

CRUMB PIES 

MAY BE PRE-ORDERED FOR 

THANKSGIVING 

and will be available for purchase at the Winter Market on Saturday, 12/3 
 

FROZEN BAKE-AT-HOME APPLE AND APPLE CRUMB PIES  MAY BE PRE-ORDERED AND WILL BE 

AVAILABLE FOR PICK-UP ON OR BEFORE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20th FOLLOWING SUNDAY 

WORSHIP 

 

NAME: 

 

EMAIL: 

 

PHONE #: 

 

I WOULD LIKE _________ APPLE PIE(S)  @  $18.00                 =            $_________________ 

 

I WOULD LIKE _________ APPLE CRUMB(S) @ $18.00           =            $_________________ 

 

                                                                                                      TOTAL      $_________________ 

 

PLEASE PLACE ORDER FORM IN UWIF MAILBOX IN THE CHURCH OFFICE ALONG WITH CASH 

OR CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO BISHOP JANES GNJC 

QUESTIONS: CONTACT LINDA CARGO, cargoph@aol.com or 908-903-1834 

 

United Women in Faith November Calendar 
 

All United Women in Faith events, circles and ministries are open to all women 
and youth of BJUMC, friends, and the community. 

 
Mondays at 9:00am, Walk and Talk at Harry Dunham Park, weather permitting. Come meet up in the 

parking lot located off Liberty Corner Road and walk for about one hour. Open to all!! Contact person: 

Barbara Conca, conca@optonline.net 
 
Tuesday, November 15th 5:30pm, New Circle will meet for dinner at Cafe Figaro, 403 King George 

Road, Basking Ridge.  Contact person: Linda Cargo, cargoph@aol.com  
 
Tuesday, November 22nd, 9:30am, Grace Circle will meet at the home of Gloria Walker, 14 Valley 

View Road, Basking Ridge.  Contact person: Gloria Walker, ghwalker1046@gmail.com 
 
Hearts2Hands Ministry will not meet in November but will meet again on Tuesday, December 13th at 

7pm in the Youth Room.   
 
Monday, November 28th, Winter Market Set up and Decorating, 9am, Wesley and Melick Hall. 
 
Wednesday, November 30th, Soup Preparation, 9am, in the church kitchen.  
 
Thursday, December 1st, Chili Preparation, 9am in the church kitchen.  

mailto:cargoph@aol.co
mailto:conca@optonline.net
mailto:cargoph@aol.com
mailto:ghwalker1046@gmail.com
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**December is United Women in Faith’s month to help serve at Fellowship 
following the Sunday morning Worship Service**  
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, 

to ponder the real meaning, and get lost s

 

 story, the  
event, the in breaking of the kingdom of God, the immaculate grace 
we receive daily through the great divine love of our Lord.  I pray this 
new un 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
Anniversary?  Birthday?  In memory of?  Special thank you or occasion? 
 
Why not sign up to donate flowers?  The 2022 Flower Chart is available 
on the Narthex Sign Up wall. Reserve your date as soon as possible for 
any week available during the year. Order forms are available on the 
wall. To reserve a date and complete an order call or email Nancy 
Sweazey at 908-208-3250  or  sweazeyn@gmail.com.  
 
NOTE:  This is a new phone number for Nancy 

  

mailto:sweazeyn@gmail.com
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
 
 

Over the last year or two, our church has switched from a staff led 
model to a volunteer led model.  We still have a lot of things around the 
church which need volunteers, in order to maintain our ministries. Most 
Ministry teams have modified a lot of their programming to make them 
more volunteer friendly.  As a church, we uplift and thank all of our 
volunteers for the work they do to make this a wonderful place to 
worship, fellowship, and be a part of the body of Christ in Mission! 

 
Just a few of the places we need more volunteers: 

 

• AN URGENT NEED FOR ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS TO RUN THE 
SOUND DESK AND HELP WITH OUR WORSHIP  

• Evergreen Cemetery Assistant 

• Nursery and Sunday School Volunteers for September 

• Family Ministries Team (Event Planning and execution) 
• Local Missions Teams:  Foodbanks, Contact/Service Team, 

Counters and more!   
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Share with your Friends! 
 

 
 

 

Inviting your friends to church has never been easier.  With so many 
options to choose from: daily devotions, worship services, small groups, 
all you have to do is share the link with a friend. 
 

• “Liking” is different from sharing.  We appreciate the likes, it 
makes us feel all warm and fuzzy inside, and lets us know people 
appreciate our work, but sharing is a way you can profess your 
faith, and invite others to join you.  It’s really that simple!  

• To share just click the share button on the Facebook post, and it 
will be on your page, so your friends know what your interests 
are.  It’s a simple way of sharing your faith.  No longer can you 
say, “I don’t have the words,” all you have to do is click the share 
button, and you’re done.  It’s that simple 


