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As we prepare for the fall programming 
year to begin on September 11, I am 
reminded of the creation story.  This fall, 
we are working hard to create a renewed 
sense of community within BJUMC, and 
beyond, into Basking Ridge and Somerset 
County.  When I think about the way 
volunteers have stepped up to help 
organize events, to put together draft 
schedules, to design curriculum, to practice 

music, to plan ahead for all of our various ministries, programs and events, I am just filled with 
joy. 
When God created, God did so intentionally.  As you read through Genesis chapter 1, you see 
first the creation of the realms, then the creation of the inhabitants of the realms, then granted 
dominion and authority over them, to nurture and sustain them.  God put systems in place that 
everything could work together synergistically, building on the mutual strength of the whole, 
and everything held in careful balance. 
Intentional creation is a delicate task at a church, as we 
seek to create this renewed sense of community.  While 
we have the basic framework lined out, we need your 
help to ensure that this task is carried out, that the 
community thrives through our synergy, and we work 
together to hold all things in balance. 
In our community building efforts, we must also maintain 
a sense of worship, acknowledging the presence of God 
in each and every aspect of what we do.  We must strike 
that balance of worship, learning, fellowship, outreach, in-building, and out-reach.  My hope is 
that if we all work together to keep God at the center of all of our efforts, we will thrive as a 
Christian Community, and BJUMC will be a place the entire community can call “home.” 
Will you Join us this fall as we start up our Bible Discussion Groups? Our Monthly Fellowship 
activities? Youth Group? Sunday school/Nursery? Midweek Worship? Preschool? Fundraising 
efforts? Mission programs? And all other ministry functions we participate in?  Whether you 
come to some or all, we encourage you to help us build these communities by being 
intentionally invitational to your spheres of influence.  Talk about the beauty and grace of this 
community coming together.  Talk about the love and support of good neighbors.  Talk about 
the grace of God, as you see it in BJUMC. 
By sharing our experiences with others, we encourage them to find their place in community as 
well.  So many people are hurting for a place they belong.  Here at BJUMC, we declare, this is a 
place you can call home, this is God’s house, and you are God’s beloved child, so come on 
home!  
  
May the Peace and Grace of Christ be with you, 
 
Pastor Matt Enzler  

Genesis 1: 31 

 God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day 


